
Tatawaw. Welcome, there is room.
The Nêhiyawêwin word “pêhonân” refers to a “meeting place” 
or “a waiting place.” This space is a waiting place for change; a 
meeting place for community members; a sovereign space that 
celebrates diversity, uplifts Indigenous voices, and welcomes any 
community member with open arms.

Featuring Indigenous talent local to Treaty 6, pêhonân is part of 
Fringe Theatre’s ongoing commitment to centering and uplifting 
Indigenous nations and providing opportunities to Indigenous 
artists.

Encouraging bravery and artistic risk-taking, this series gives 
Indigenous artists one performance slot to try something new. 
Through mentorship and artistic exploration, pêhonân is an 
incubator. What begins at pêhonân could grow into a full touring 
show by next year. You may see it in a Lottery or Bring Your Own 
Venue spot at next year’s Festival. Or, you may even see it as part  
of Fringe’s season. 

This series features eight unique performances. All shows are 
“Offer What You Will.” You may offer any dollar amount you’re 
able to contribute, or you can offer other non-monetary ways of 
showing respect and mutual investment, such as tobacco, your 
own art, or a gift you feel the artist(s) will benefit from. No one 
will be turned away. This year, the pêhonân Series will happen at 
the ATB Outdoor Stage in ATB Park, in the beautiful  (ÎNÎW) 
River Lot 11∞ Indigenous Art Park, and around the TeePee in the 
heart of the Festival grounds.

Join us at 6pm at the TeePee every Friday and Saturday during 
the Festival! Fresh Bannock and a group smudge will welcome 
us into a sharing circle. Let’s get to know one another as fellow 
fringers. Then stay for back-to-back performances featuring 
amazing local Indigenous artists. 

The pêhonân Series will also feature pop-up conversations 
livestreamed on FringeTV. Stay tuned for these not-to-be- 
missed chats!

Artists
Chubby Cree
ATB Outdoor Stage in ATB Park
Aug 12 at 7:30PM

Kaeley Jade
ATB Outdoor Stage in ATB Park
Aug 12 at 9:00PM

Sampler Cafe Drop-In Jam
TeePee
Aug 13 at 1:00PM & 4:00PM

Sampler Cafe Performance
ATB Outdoor Stage in ATB Park
Aug 13 at 9PM

Omisimawiw
 (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞ Indigenous Art Park

Aug 19 at 7:30PM

The Language of Silence
 (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞ Indigenous Art Park

Aug 19 at 9:00PM

Dallas Arcand Jr.
Kids Stage at KidsFringe
Aug 20 at 11:00AM
Read the Dallas Arcand Jr. feature on page 72.

Indigi-Hauz of Beaver Hills
ATB Outdoor Stage in ATB Park
Aug 20 at 8:30PM

The pêhonân Series
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 Chubby Cree 
ATB Outdoor Stage
   

Music  
   

 Chubby Cree is an 
Indigenous hand drum 
group that has taken the 
internet by storm. Consisting 
of twelve year old Noah 
Green, Grandmother Carol, 
Auntie Rebecca, and family. 
Channeling the authentic 
spirit of Cree music with 
Noah's larger than life 
voice, we spread healing, 
connection, and love for all 
people. 
 
 CAST  Carolyn Powder, Noah Green, 
Robin Powder, Rebecca Reid
 

 Aug 12 (Fri) 7:30 PM 

The pêhonân Series

The Language of 
Silence          
          (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞ 
Indigenous Art Park
   

Variety  
   

How do we get past the words 
spoken by governments, the Pope, 
and churches? In this show, you’ll 
hear Naomi McIlwraith’s poems 
that contemplate language and the 
spaces between language - silence, 
stillness, trauma, loss, movement, 
action, and healing; and you will 
see Rebecca Sadowski’s dance that 
resonates with the poet’s themes of 
stillness and action.   

 CAST  Naomi McIlwraith, Rebecca 
Sadowski 

 Aug 19 (Fri) 9:00 PM 

Sampler Cafe 
Drop-In Jam      
pêhonân TeePee
   

Music  
   

We are a group of musicians, 
producers and artists dedicated 
to sharing our passion for music 
technology with all walks of life. 
If you make music or just want to 
make lots of loud/weird noises, 
bring the whole family out and let 
Sampler Café show you how it is 
done!   

 CAST  Creeasian, Golden Child, 
Dichotomous, Bad Sumeritan
 

 Aug 13 (Sat) 1:00 PM & 4:00PM 

Kaeley Jade      
ATB Outdoor Stage
   

Music  
   

A vibrant presence with a voice 
like velvet, Métis folk-pop singer/
songwriter Kaeley Jade weaves lush 
imagery and hooky melodic lines 
to craft music that is both poignant 
and playful.   

 CAST  Kaeley Jade, Meegan Sweet, 
Gabriel Gagnon, Jordan Poirier, 
Kelsey Wood

 Aug 12 (Fri) 9:00 PM  

Omisimawiw          
          (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞ 
Indigenous Art Park
   

Variety  
   

Omisimawiw is based on two 
strangers meeting on the Edmonton 
Metro line LRT. Finding out they 
are sisters this sparks questions in 
each sister around their identity, 
and relationship with indigeneity. 
Both sisters individually reckon 
with how indigenous identity is 
interwoven with others’ definitions 
and examines how youths forage for 
connections to their cultural identity 
after having been disconnected and 
discouraged from doing so.  
 

 Aug 19 (Fri) 7:30 PM 

 Sampler 
Cafe Outdoor 
Performance 
    ATB Outdoor Stage
  

 Music
    

Improvised broken-beat 
specialists Sampler Cafe 
weave Hip-Hop, Jazz, Funk 
and Soul into a tapestry of 
sound. Electronic by nature 
but organic in sound, we 
perform our own brand of 
wizardry by smashing pads 
and twisting knobs to blend 
textures into Lo-Fi, high 
energy vibrations.  
 
 CAST  Creeasian, Golden Child, 
Dichotomous, Bad Sumeritan
 

 Aug 13 (Sat) 9:00 PM 

 Indigi-Hauz of 
Beaver Hills 
ATB Outdoor Stage
   

 Variety
    

 Festivals. Fashion. Pride. 
We are your local Indigi-
Queer collective of diverse 
and high-caliber 2Spirit 
performance artists ranging 
from kings, queens, and 
everything in between. 
Infusing contemporary queer 
art inspired by tradition. 
 
 CAST  Seelee Matreese, Lakota 
Tootoosis, An Xia T, Cedar T, MayTea, 
Mr. Muskeg T, Just Glue, Desire 
Devine, Etherea Cree, Just Dana 
Cree, Ladonna Cree, Luna Von 
Schweetz
 

 Aug 20 (Sat) 8:30 PM 

 Dallas Arcand Jr.  
Kids Stage at KidsFringe
   

     Non-native children’s 
performers may sing about 
their favourite puppy dog, 
I get to praise Rez dogs, a 
fine collection of mongrels 
that you’ll ever meet. If you 
don’t know what a Rez dog’s 
attitude is, simply, a Rez dog 
is meaner than a junkyard 
dog.      

 Aug 20 (Sat) 11:00 AM  


